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Oscar de la Renta started
making and selling clothes, most of
his customers were women who put
on one of his outfits to go out for
lunch with the girls.

oday, most of his customers are rofessional
women, the illustrious designer recently told a
crowd o people waiting to see garments designed
by gradua es of San Francisco’s Academy of Art
College.

Constantly pleasing them, he says, takes some
talent.

“To be a good fashion designer, yo always
have to keep your eyes open,” de la Renta says.

Some 30 students who made their professional
debut a the graduation fashion show are taking
his advice.

Students hope that their homespun styles —

made o fabrics such as mohair, silk and leather
and Inspired by buildings, blankets and lamps —.

are as famous as de la Rents’s signature cocktafl
gowns and sophisticated suits.

A handful o the graduates, all In their 20s and
30s, say they found their ajtlstic inspiration from
East Bay classrooms and neighbor.hoods.

Quoc Lieu, who grew up East Oakland, cre
ates men’s knitwear that borrows from the clean
lines o architecture. His tly-kni sweaters have~
three-dimensional panels, . -clrc es or inter
locks that fit like puzzle pieces on the garment.
Some of his designs are construc ed with different
colors of yarn knit on op of one each other, a
technique called dating.

Lieu is one of 10 kni ear students from across

the world accepted thIs year to London’s Royal
College of Art, where he’ll work on a master’s de
gree in art. Between now and the fall, he h es to
md a sponsor or scholarship to help pay the

school’s hefty tuition.
• In an interview a week, before the big show In
San Francisco, he said he ilk the creativity of•
original knitwear.

“Instead of fashion design where you go out and
get fabric, you get to create your own fabric,” he
says.

Lieu credits his apparel class at (?akland High
School with getting him Interested In design.
‘%len’s clothes are not that interesting — usually
It’s pants, shirts and~ sweaters.”

He graduated with Chi Yee Jenny Wong, a San
Leandro resident whose collection contains stark
white peasant-style dresses, pleated skirts and
ops cut on the bias. Wong says she was inspired
oy Roman warriors.

Emeryvllle’s Joe Chen also features men’s knit-
wear In his line. Chen works with designers from
Espirit and Target on some of his knitwear
swatches. Stephanie Silver ofBerkeley shows a
lavender suit jacket with printed leaves e . de by a
technique called burnout. In this method, the de
signer uses chemicals to burn away fiber in a par
ticular pattern.

In addition to being creative and attentive, de la
Rents says another hallmark of good designer is
one who is no only able to see the design, but
knows how the final product will be put together.

A person exemplifying that skifi is Daliyatl Fir
daus, a Fremont resident with a bachelor of fine
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JEAN ANNETTE SAULSBURY, an instructor with the San Francisco Academy of Art College, converses with student Indu Choraria.

ASHIONA E
Oscar de Ia Renta tells graduating fashion design stud nis to keep their eyes wide open
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OSCAR DE LA RENTA watches graduating San
Francisco Academy of At College students show
their designs at the school’s spring fashion show.
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Whose idea was it for you to
do a documentary?

Lori was working on a ocu
mentary “Rachel’s Daughters”
with (Bay Area documentarians
and Academy Award winners)
Ally Light and Irving Saraf. Lorl
and Ally started talking about
how breast cancer doesn’t just
affect the women who have it,
but their families. Lori sug
gested having me in e ifim,
but Ally said (we) should do our
own documentary.

What did you think?
I thought it would be so

much fun and just totally cool.
thought it was a great idea...
®r1glnally, wrote a scr.ipt and
Lor1 revised it, but we decided it

Continued from LIVING-i
CBS was doing.”

Christopher says she was at
tracted to the adventure after
reading “Robinson Crusoe d
“Swiss Family Robinson.” She
had fantasized about an adven
ture using only her wits and her
hands.

“The downside was tha you
had cameras on you,” Christo
pher says. “I was almost ash
amed at 63 to be attracted to
this. I never expected to be se
lected, but I thought if I don’t
try, I’ll regret it.”

After being chosen, she salo
she spent her time practicing

in $431 knots and other survival skifis.
In the initial press materdal, it
said that. the participants would
be able to take along one sur
vival item.

“I bought a Leatherman
(SwissArmy knife),” Christo
pher says. “But it turned out we
could only bring one luxury
item, so I brought my ukelele.”

“Survivor” producer Mark
Burnett chose Christopher out
of the thousands of applicants.

“I love her,” Burnett says.
“She’s this incredible cancer
survivor in her 60s who volun
‘teered to be a Survivor. She at
tended the camp and the people
there said she was a star. She’s
a trouper and a really, eally
great person.”novie
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arts degree in women s wear
fashion design. She made every
pattern and sewed every stitch
of her senior collection.

“I want to draw something
that I can actually construct my
se ,“ she says. One of her
dresses, inspired by a paper
Chinese lamp, has lines of
bamboo sewn into it.

Indu Choraria of Emeryville
can say the same g. Her
knitwear runs the gamut from a
thick nubby dart-style knit to a
fine, reverse jersey sprinkled
with mohair and raffia, a straw-
like paper material. On the
runway, her pieces included
tight-fitting, long-sleeved oa -

meal-colore sweaters with
ankle-length matching skirts.

Displaying her resume and

interview me. While we were
fIlming, the camera broke. Lori
asked me if I still wanted to do
this, because the camera
breaking could be a sign that we
shouldn’t. But I still wanted to,
so we drove to Redwood City
and bought another camera.
When we started shoo - g again,
just told the whole stc~y from

beginning to end, so we used
both the interview andj~ne
talking into the camera, but cut
out the Interview o uestlons.

ere s a little tip: You can tell
the difference rom looking at
myhalrand yshlrt.Inthe
firs , m~,’ hair was parted and

• c’ombed. In the second, when I
was”just talkin~ into’ the nêw~

On the first nigh ,viewers
watch as e contestants row to
shore aboard rafts and form
two tribes to compete against
each other.

“We had two minutes to get

business card, Chorarl~ pauses
after being asked wha she
would ike to do her back
ground - d education, which
include working in the Indian
fa.~h1Q industry.

Her answer: “I would like to
work f~r a company that lets me

e creative and grow.”
Although most all of the

Academy o Art College students
say they’d like to start out
working at a small local com
pany, most add that their goal is
to see their name on their own
line.

Ii)e la Renta’s advice to the -.

young designers: Start off by
working for soniec~ne, but keep
the original designs flowing by
makir~g clothes or friends.

The Déminican Republic-
born de la Renta was a couture
assi tan with the House of

- -- -

Did making the tUrn make
you want to become a film
maker?

I do want to make films, If
not as a career then as a hobby.
But wha I really like is acting
and stage directing. I don’t
think (making the film) helped
my acting, because I wasn’t re
ally acting, but I’m doing a video
class next year and I think it
will help me then.

Do you have any bitterness
about how your life has
turned out?

The word I would use isn’t
hi erness, but curiosity. I
wonder what my life would have
been like my parents hadn’t

off the ship and each team got a
raft and headed for the beach,”
Christopher says. “We were not
allowed to talk to each other at
any time prior to about an hour
before we were thrown over
board. So it was rather chaotic.”

Christopher says she was
shocked by the behavior of her
fellow rafters. They stumb ed
upon a boat that she believed
might have belonged to a local
fisherman.

‘I had supplies like fish nets

Lanvin in Paris before he moved
to New York in 1963 and began
designing for Elizabeth Arden.
In 1966, he launched a line
itnder his own name, and ex
panded his company around the
world. In 1993, he designed a
couture line for the House of
Balmaln in Paris.

“Today, starting a business is
an expensive proposition. My
advice is to learn re. y how a
fashion house runs. . . wha it
is all about,” he says.

Someone asks him whether
any o the young designers’
styles at the show would be con

‘sidered timeless 10, 20, or 30
years down the road. Ad-

• amantly, de la Rentasays.one
cannot tell.

He adds, “Anyone who tries
td predict fashion is a fool. We
only have to think one year
ahead, that is all.”

Lori and David, whom I love. I
love my school and I love Oak
land and the diversity h i~e that
I didn’t have in Denver.

What does your tUrn show
about coping with the death of
a loved one?

Kids and adults don’t know
what to say to peop e who have
lost a loved one and it causes a
lot of conflict. I don’t remember
anyone saying anything to me
that was particularly comforting
after my mom died, but it was
more that people stayed In
touch and let me know that they
are still there for me. That’s the•
most comforting thing.

Ithink the way Ideal with my
emotions is to sit and think

and traps, which we could use,
and at some point somebody
got the idea tha it was ours for
the taking and that surprised
me,” Christopher says. “(Sud
denly) there was hoarding and
collecting.”

Christopher says the pro
ducers often “misled” the survi
vors. When one came by the
ship, he told them It wasn’t part.
of the game. After everything
was put back, he told them they,
had two minutes to take what

sick,Idi ‘t want to burden
her with my feelings, so I just
sort of deal with them on own.
So I kept my feelings inside.

Personal therapy works for a
lot of people, but dot for me.
The PediatriCare rogram
helped me.

What do you think about.
seeing yourself in the docu
mentary?

I’m sort of mildly embar
rassed about th way I look. I
think I’ll have culty looking
at me in the theater, up there on
a big screen.

When I saw the on TV, It
was very emo o al for me, put
ting my story out there.

— usan Young

they wanted and get to the
beach.

“I think there was som - good-
natured manIpi~i1ation for con
flict going on,” hristopher
says. “Some a es we ere get
ting no Infor . tion or a tile bit
ofmlsinform-tionparti. yto
make it an amazing adventure.
(We were) thz~own ofi b~lance at
some times.”

The island was fflle~i with at
least eigh pecies of venomous
snakes, pedes wl~h nasty
bites and scorpions...

1~’All thç pigs on thç Island are
dead because the pythons ate
thern,”producer Bur.iiett says.
“You don’t walk by yourself, be
cause they will drop (from the
trees) anc kill you. @nly ever go
intwos.”.

The snakes ended( up fol
• lowing the plethora O rats into

~he survivors campgrounds. ~:
JPhe rats became as much a part

° bf the series as the ~ompetitors.
The vermin turned ~1eeplng

• bodies Into highways, with one
rat getting caught ih the air o
a woman competitor.

“1 had some close experi
~. 0ences,” Christoph~r says. “I felt

things In the t rubbing
against my feet. I didn’t know if
it was the wind ~oing across or
something else, out it was all
part of the exper.ience.”

Later, the su vors exacted
their own fo of vengeance on
the critters: They ate them.

Bur.nett, w o also created
and produced the I~iscovery
Channel series “Eco Challenge,’~
says that when it came time for
final edits CBS ~efused to allo
him to sh w the people skin
ning, gu g and cooking the
creatures.

A network has to set some
I boundaries.

You can reach Susan Young by
calling (925) 416-4820, e-mail at
syoung@angnewspapers.com, or fax at
(925) 416-4850.
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e THE 16 PARTICIPANTS of CBSs “Survivors” get ready to begin their adventure on a tropical island in

~ tliie South China Sea. The 13-week television series begins Wednesday at 8 p.m.
But what abou putting older

people in direct co petitIon. s e was both helped and hin
with people in their physical çlered by her age.
prime?

“Physically, t was harder for
•me,” she says. ‘~But emotionally,
I would like to thln,k that
wisdom and se -awareness
helped me.”

“@ne episode Is about the
generation gap and people’s
perceptions,” Burne says.
“Some of the older people could
be the grandparents of the.
younger. The older people were
wiser and very clever, but e
young people were impetuous
and stronger. It was very Inter
esting.”

€hr.istopher says she thihks
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A MODEL shows off a design by Emeryville native Indu Cl~oraria.


